Commissioning Ceremonies 


U.S. Naval Hospital 
Beaufort, S.C. 


PROGRAM 
COMMISSIONING CEREMONY 
U. S. NAVAL HOSPITAL, BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Friday, 11:00 A. M., 29 April 1949 


Musical Selections Band, U. S. Marine Recruit Depot 
Parris Island, South Carolina 


Invocation Captain L. F. Gerhart, ChC, USN 
Chaplain, Sixth Naval District 


’ 


Introduction of Guest Speakers Captain J. L. Enyart, MC, USN 


Address : The Honorable Harry R. Sheppard 
Member of Congress, Twenty-first District 
The State of California 


Address The Honorable L. Mendel Rivers 
Member of Congress, First District 
The State of South Carolina 


Musical Selection 


Address The Honorable Olin D. Johnston 
United States Senator 
The State of South Carolina 


Address 


Musical Selection 


Address 


Dedicatory Address 


Address and Transfer of Hospital to 


the Commandant, Sixth Naval District 


Address and Commissioning of Hospital 


National Anthem with Raising of the 


Colors 


Acceptance of the Hospital and Address 


“America The Beautiful’’ 


Benediction 


The Honorable J. Strom Thurmond 
Governor, The State of South Carolina 


Major General Alfred H. Noble, USMC 
Commanding General 

U. S. Marine Recruit Depot 

Parris Island, South Carolina 


Rear Admiral C. A. Swanson, MC, USN 
Surgeon General of the Navy 


Rear Admiral John J, Manning, CEC, USN 
Chief, Bureau of Yards and Docks 


Rear Admiral R. W. Hayler, USN 
Commandant, Sixth Naval District 


Captain L. B. Marshall, MC, USN 


Medical Officer in Command 


Band, U. S. Marine Recruit Depot 
Parris Island, South Carolina 


Commander C. A. O’Neil, ChC, USN 
Post Chaplain, U. S. Marine Recruit Depot 
Parris Island, South Carolina 


Inspection of Hospital by Guests 


THE DEBT OF NATIONS 


Why are ye Nations gathered, 
What means this vast array 

Of men and horses, tanks and guns 
And air and sea-fleets gray? 

The tyrants and oppressors have 
Defied God’s just command 

And for liberty and common weal 
United now ye stand. 


Ye’ve sacrificed your treasure 
Your noble Sons ye gave 

Who bravely faced hell’s horrors 
Your homes and lives to save. 

To them and all posterity 
A debt to pay ye owe 

To banish savage warfare from 
This earth forevermore. 


United in a holy cause 
Why should ye dare to stray 
From paths of peace and comfort 
To strife and bloody fray. 
And should ye fail to consummate 
The task so well begun 
How would ye then be better than 
The savage, Turk or Hun? 


Ye stronger Nations, hark ye well 
Your duty’s plain and clear, 
Ye are your brothers’ keepers 
This burden must ye bear, 
Bestir yourselves, take up your lead 
And ever ready be 
To crush and banish tyranny 
Which would enslave the free. 


While Right and Justice should prevail 
And men in peace should dwell 
Wherever greed and lust doth lurk 
Might must obtain as well. 
So be prepared at every turn 
By force maintain the Right 
When moral suasion fails to make 
Your neighbor see the light. 


E. M. Blackwell 


Commander, MC, U. S. Navy (Ret.) 


